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“t)mt the golden orchard of Hesperides
| was but a poetical synonym for the
| beer gardens fn the vicinity of Duluth.
(Laughter.) I was certain that Herodo-
tusinall bistravelsand all his geogra-
phical researches, he hadnever heard of
Duluth. (Laughter.) I knew that it
1! immortal spirit of Homer could

1
the sole purpose of fenclng up thelr , fate
farms so that their stock may not
wander off and die of starvation among
the bleak hills of the St Crolx.
(Laughter.) I read it for no such
purpase, sir, and make no such com-
ments on it myselt. In corroboration
Of thls statement of the gentleman
from Minnesota, T find this testimony
given by the honorable gentleman
from Wisconsin, Mr. Washburn, who,
epeaking of the same lands, sald:
“They are generally sandy, barren
lands. My friend from Green Bay Dis-
rict, Mr. Sawyer, is perfectly famlllar

possession of that desirable fsland.
But I see now that they are laboring
under the fmpression that the govern-
ment will need guano to manure the
public lands of the St. Croix. (Laugh-
ter.) Now, sir. I repeat, I had been
salisfled for years that if there was
any portion of the habitable globe ab-
solutely in a for
want of a rallroad, it was the teeming
pine barrens of the St. Croix. (Laugh-
ter.)) At what particular point on that
noble stream such a road should be
commenced I knew was immaterial,

HOW PROCTOR KNOTT CAST
THE HOROSGOPE OF DOLUT

The Gentleman From Kentucky Bankrupted His Imagination To
Paint the Ultimate of the Ridiculous, Yet Failed to Ap-

ius, upon the long lines of pilgrims
from every nation of the earth to the
gushing fountain of peesy opened by
the touch of his magic wand: if he

and so It seems to have been by the .
with this question and he will bear | draughtsman of this bill. It might | could be Dérrrnlueddlo Zeh‘}lod’tzz \::f
proximate the Actuaﬁty me out in what T say, that these pine | be up at the spring or down at the |assemblage of grand and glorious pi

timber-1ands are not adapted to settle- ductions of the Iyric art called into
ment.” Now, slr, who, afier listening
1o this emphatic and unequivocal tes-
timony of these intelligent, competent,

foot-log. or the water gate or the fish
dam, or anywhere on the bank, no
matter where. (Laughter) BRBut fn
what directton it should run, or where
It should terminate, were always, In
my mind, questions of the most pain-
ful perplexity. 1 could conceive of no
place on “God's green earth” fn such
Straightened clrcumstances for rafl-
road facilities as to be likely to desire
or willing to accept such a condition.
(Laughter.) I know that neither Bay-
field nor Superior City would have it,
for they both indignantly spurned the
munificence of the government <when
coupled with such ignominious condi-
tions, and let this very same land dle
on their hands years and years ago,
rather than submit to the degradation
of direct communication, by railroad,
with the piney woods of the St. Crolx
and T know that what the enterprising

would weep tears of bitter angulsh
that, instead of lavishing all the stores
of mighty genius upon the fall of Ilion
1t had not been his more blessed lot
to crystaliize in deathless song the ris-
ing glories of Duluth. Yes, sir, had
it not been for this map kindly fur-
nished me by the Legislature of Min-
nesota, I might have gone down to my
obscure and humble grave in an agony
of despalr, because I could nowhere
find  Duluth. (Renewed laughter.)
Had such been my melancholy fate, I
have no doubt but that, with the last
feeble pulsation of my breaking heart,
with the last faint exhalation of my
fieeting breath I should have whis-
pered “Where is Duluth?" (Laugh-
ter.) But, thanks to the beneficence of
that band of ministering angels who

In the closing days of the session of congress of 1871 a bill was
pending before the house which provided a land grant for the Bayfield
& St. Croix rallroad J. Proctor Knott, Kentucky, was friendly to
the promoters of the bill but could not refrain from indulging the sar-
casm evoked by some previous reference to Duluth. He talked the
bill to death and made the name of Duluth famous throughout the
country in a speech which is still unmatched for sustatned and brilllant
satire in the files of the Congressional Record. In the light of late
development the speech must be accepted as being inspired in other
particulars than in the elquence of its perods—it was ptophetic. It so
truly prefigured the destiny of Duluth, the barbed shafts of its satirical
soarings so fairly reached the mark—pioning figments of the most florid
fancy to the targets of the commonplace—that it should be preserved
as a classic, and remain in perpetual evidence of the fact that truth is
stranger than fiction, .

The editor has taken the llberty of interpolating in Mr. Knott's
speech—which is subjoined—some facts and figures, which, while they

an 3 )
Who, that is not as incredulous as St.
Thomas himself, will doubt for a mo-
ment that the Goshen of America will
be found in the valleys and upon the
pine-clad hills of the St. Croix? Who
will have the hardihood to rise In
his seat on this floor and assert, that
excepting the pine bushes, the eniire
reglon would not produce vegctation
enough In ten yearsto fatten a grass-
hopper? (Great laughter.) (The lum-
ber cut of Duluth in 1995 was 827,729,
000 feet; grain shipments 63,219,368
bushels.) Where is the patriot who is
willing that his country shall incur
the peril of remaining’ another day
without the amplest railroad commun-

may Interfere somewhat with sparkle of the speaker's wit, nevertheless |fcation with such an Inexhaustible inhabitants of these glant young |have their bright abode In the tar—off
payypointed compliment to the apccumcy of his f,mphmc periods. mine of Azrlcultural wealth? (Laugh- frefused to take would have few | Capital of Minnesota, just as the agony
) oo Wl answer for the conse- | charms for others, whatever thelr |0f mV anxiety was about fo culminaty

Quences of abandoning a great and |necessities or thelr cupidity might | i 1he_ frenzy of despair, this blessed

(From the Congressional Record ofjof a more extended commerce; yet 1|warlike people 1o Possession of a|be. (Laughter.) Hence, as I have|Map was placed in my hands, and asl
February. 187L) have never been satisfied either of the | country like that, to brood over  tha said, slr, 1 was utterly at a loss|unfolded it a resplendent scene of in-

necessity or expediency of projects
promising such meager results to the
great body of the people. But with
regard to the transcendant merits of
the gigantic enterprise contemplated In
this bill I never entertained a shadow
of a doubt. (Laughter) Years ago,
when I first heard tnat there was,
Somewhere in the vast terra incognlita,

Indifference and neglect of thetr gov-
ernment?  (Laughter) How long
would it be before they would take to
studying a declaration of independence
and hatching out the damnable heresy
of secession? How long before the
grim demon of civil discord would
again rear his horrid head in our midst,
“gnash loud his iron fangs and shake

effable glory opened before me, such
as I imagline burst upon the enrap-
tured vision of the wandering peri
through the opening gates of paradise.
(Renewed laughter) There, for the
first tlme, my enchanted eyes rested
upon the ravishing word, “Duluth”
This map, sir, is Intended as I -
pears from its title, to illustrate the

to determine where the terminus of
this great and indispensable road
should be, until I accidentally over-
heard some gentlemen, the other day,
mentlon the name of “Duluth.” (Great
Laughter.) “Duluth!” The word fell
upon my ear with pecullar and fndes-
cribable charm like the gentle murmur
of a low fountain, stealing forth in the

THY BILL FOR THE RENEWAL OF
THE ST. CROIX LAND GRANT
BEING UNDER CONSIDERATIO;
MR. KNOTT ADDRESSED THE
HOUSE AS FOLLOWS:

Mr. Speaker: If I could be actua-
ted by any o

In the bleak reglon of the |his crest of bristling bayonets.” | midst of roses, or the soft, sweet ac- | Position of Duluth in the United States
betray the sacred trust reposed in me | Northwest, a stream of water known (Laughter.) Then sir, think ~of the |cents of an angel's whisper in the h:l‘ 1‘:‘ (;w 893‘1“11!" will examine it ¥
by those to whose generous confidenca |10 the nomadic innabltants of the |long and patnful process of raconatrun. | bope, Joyous dream of sleeping in- | (NInK they wil] concur with me In the

Y thos o ’ nelghborhood as the river St Crolx. | tlon which must follow wWith concome nocence. Duluth! *Twas the name |OPiRlon that it is far too modest in its
I am Indebted for the honor of a seat | [ became satlcfhed thar o oaton Of | tjant amendments to the Constitutlon; | for which my soul had panted  fos | bretensions. It not ony fostraic
on this fioor; if I could be Influenced

2 rallroad from that raging torrent to
some point in the civilized world was
essentlal to the prosperity and happi-
ness of the American people, it not
absolutely indispensable to the er-
petulty of republican {nstitutions on
this continent. (Great laughter) I
elt 1 that the

Tesources of that prolific region of
sand and pine shrubbery v-ould never
be fully developed without a rallroad
constructed and equlpped at the ex-
Pense of the government and perhaps
not then. (Laughter.) (Nine railroads
with approximately 15,000 of mileage
enter or have terminals in Duluth.)
had an abiding i that,
some day or other, the people of the
whole country, irrespective of party

the sevemteenth, elghteenth and nine-
teenth articles. The sixteenth, 1t is of
course, understood, Is to be appropria-
ted by those blushing damsels who
are day after day? beseeching us to
let them vote. hold office, drink cock-
talls, ride astraddie and do everything
the men do. (Roars of laughter.) But
above all sir, let me implore you to
reflect for a moment on the deplorable
condition of our country in case of a
foreign war; with all our ports block-
aded; all our citles In a state of slege,
the gaunt specire of famine brooding
ke a hungry vulture over our starv.
Ing land: our commissary stores all
ou! armies with-
ering away in the fleld, a helpless prey
to the Insatlate demon of hunger; our
affiliations, regardiess of sectional navy rotting In the docks for want of
and “without ais of | provisions for our galiant seamen: and
race, color, or of previous condition of | we without any raflroad
servitude,” would rise in their majesty | tion T With the prolific pine
and demand an outlet for the enor- |thickels of the St Crofx. (Grent
mous agricultural products of those |laughter.) Ah, sir, I could well under-
yast and fertlle pine barrens, dralned |stand why my amiavle friends from
in the ralny season by the

the position of Duluth in the United
States, but exhibits its relations with
all created things. It even goes far-
ther than this. It lifts the shadowy
veil of futurkty and affords us a view
of the golden prospects of Duluth far
along the dim vista of ages yet to
come. If gentlemen will examine It,
they will find Duluth not only the cen-
ter of a serles of concentric circles
one hundred miies apart, and some of
them as much as four thousand miles
in diameter, embracing aliké in their
tremendous sweep the fragrant savan.
nas of the sunlit south and the eternal
solitudesof snow that mantle the Ice-
bound rorth. How the circles were
produced [s. perhaps, one of those
primordial mysteries that the most
skillful paleologlsts will never be able
to explain. But the fact is, sir, Duluth
is pre-eminently a central place, for I
have been told by gentlemen who
have been so reckless of thelr personal
safety as to venture away In those aw-
ful reglons where Duluth is supposed

years, as a hart panteth for the water
brooks. (Renewed laughter.) But,
where was Duluth? Never In my
limited reading had my vision been
gladdened by seeing the celestial word
in print. (Laughter) And I felt a
profound humiliation in my ignorance
that Its dulcet syllables had never be-
fore ravished my Qelighted ear. (Roars
of laughter.) was certaln  the
draughtsman of this bill had never
heard of it, or it would have been des-
!gnated as one of the termini of tals
road, I asked my frlends about It, but
© knew nothing of ft. I rushed to
my library and examined all the maps
1 could find. (Laughter) I discov.
ered in one of them a delicate halr-
like line, diverging from the Mississ-
ippi at a place called Prescott, whicn
I supposed was Intended to represent
the river St. Croix, but I could no-
Nevertheless, I
was confident that it existed some-
where, and that its discovery would
constitute the crowning glary of the

by any possible consideration to be-
come instrumental in glving away, in
violation of their known wishes, any
rortion of thelr interests in the public
domain for the mere promotion of any
railroad enterprise whatever, I should
certainly feel a strong inclination to
Elve this measure my most - earnest
and hearty support; for I am assured
that its success would materially en-
hance the pecuniary prosperity of
some of the most valued friends I have
on earth; friends for whose accommo-
dation I would be willing to make any
sacrifice not Involving 'my personal
honor or my fidelity as the trustes of
an express irust. And that fact of
itself would be sufficient to counter-
vail almost any objection I might en-
tertain to the passage of this bill, not
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& surglng | Pennsylvania (Mr. Myers, Mr. Kelly, | present centur v, if not of al rn { 1o be, that it Is so exactly In the cen-
- inspired by an Imperative and Inexor- | watory oe the turbid St. Crolf. (Great |and Mr. O'Nelll) should be so earqost times. (Llugh}ler,) 1 knew lnTM\fvas ter of the visible universe that the sky
i able sense of public duty. laughter.) ‘These impressions, derived | In their support of this DIl the other | bound to exist In the very nature of | comes down at precisely the same dls-

B But, independent of the seductive fn- | SIMply and solely “from the eternal | day, and if their honorable colleague, | things; that the symmetry ang perfec- | tance all around it. (Roars of laugh-
4 fluences of private friendship, 1o which | 1iN€sS of  thing: not only Imy friend, Mr. Randall, will rardon | tion of our planetary system would be | 1¢rT-) I find by reference to this map

P, strengthened by the interesting and | the remark, I witl jay conslder his erit- |incomplete ~ without ~ It. (Renewed |that Duluth fs situazed somewhere
Iamas susceptible as any of the eloguent debate on this bill, to which

icism of thelr action on that occaslon
as not only unjust, but ungenerous, I
knew they were looking forward with
far-reaching ken of enlightened states-
manship to the pitlable condition in
which Philadelphia will be left unless
speedily supplied with rallroad con-
nectfon, in some way, with this garden
spot  of the universe. (Laughter.)
And, besldes, sir, this discussion has
relieved my mind of a mystery that
has wefghed upon it ltke an Incubus
for years. I could never understang
before why there was so much excite-
ment during the last Congress over the
acquisition of Alta Vela. I could neve

laughter.) That the elements of ma-
terial nature would have long since
Tesolved themselves back into original
chaos if there had been such a hiatus
in creation as would have resulted in
leaving out Duluth. (Roars of laugh.
ter.) (Ono half of alf the steel mado
in the United tSates is produced from
ore mined within 75 miles of Duluth.)
In fact, str, I was so overwhelmed with
‘the conviction that Duluth not only ex-
isted somewhere, that, wherever
It was, It was a great and glorlous
Flace. I was convinced that the great-
est calamity that ever befell the be-
nighted pations of the anclent world

near the western end of Lake Super-
for. (In 1305 the freight receipts and
shipments of Duluth-Superior harbor
were 22175245 tons; the number of
ship arrivals 10,332; the ship tonnage
26.216,160,, AS the Is no dot or
other mark Indlcating its exact loca-
tion. I am unable 10 say whether it Is
actually confined to any particular
spot or whether *“it {3 just lylng
around there loose.” (Renewed laugh-
ter.) I really cannot tell whether it is
one of those ethereal creatfons of in-
tellectual frost work, more intangible
than the rose-tinted cloud of a sum-
mer sunset; one of thase airy exhala-

gentlemen I see around me, the in-
trinsic merits of the measure jtself are
of such an extraordinary character as
to commend it most strongly to the
favorable consideration of the House,
myself not excepted, notwithstanding
my constituents, in whose behalf
alone I am acting here, would not be
benefited by its passage one particle
more than they would be by a profect
to cultivate an orange grove on the
bleakest summit of Greenlana’s ey
mountains. (Laughter.)

Now, sir, as to those great trunk
lines of rallroad spanning the contin-

I listened with so much pleasure the
other day, but intensified it possible,
as I read over this morning the lively
colloquy which took place on that oc-
caslo.  The gentleman  from
Minnesota, Mr, Wilson, who, I belleve,
is managing this bill, In speaking of
the character of the country through
which this railroad Is to pass, says
this:  “We want to have the timber
brought to us as cheaply as possible.
Now, if you tle up the lands in this
way, so that no title can be obtained
to them—for, no settler will B0 on these
lands, for hé cannot make a living—
you deprive us of the benefit of that

er understand why it was that some | was in their having passed away with- | tions of the speculators braj “Which
ent from ocean to ocean, I confess my | timber.” Now, sir, I would not have [ of our ablest statesmen and most dis-  out a knowledge, otvthe actualy exiz- 11 am told are ever filtting In ?ﬁe form
mind has never been fully made up. It | it by any means inferred from this | tingulshed patriots should entertain

tence of Duluth;  that their fabled At-
lantis, never seen, save by the hal-
lowed vislons of Inspired poesy, was,
in fact, but another name for Duluth;

is true they may afford
advantage to local traffie, and they
may even, in time, become the channel
I3

i

of towns and citles along the ltnes of
rallroad bullt with government sub-
sldles, luring the unwary settler s the
mirage of the-desert lures the famish-
7

that the gentleman from Minnesota
would insinuate that the people In that
section desire this timber merely for

such dark forebodings of the untold
calamities that were to befall . our
country unless we should take fmmed.

%
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look down from another heaven than |
that created by his own celestial gen- |

f T
'ing traveler on, ana ever on, unttl 1t ]
! es away on the darkening horizon,
jOr whether it is a rea) bona fide, sub-
siantial city, all “staked off.” with the
lots marked with thelr owner's name, !
lke that proud commerclal metrop- |
olis recently discovered on the desir-
able shores of San Domingo. (Laugh-
ter) (Assessed valuation of St. Louis
{ County, 1905, $93,299,567.) Bur., how-
ever that may be, I am satisfied Du-
Iuth is there or thereabouts, for I see
it stated here on this map that it is
exactly thirty-nine hundred and ninety
miles  from Liverpool, (laughter)
though I have no doubt, for the sake
©of convenience, it may be moved back
ten miles so as to make tke distance an
even four thousand. Then, sir. there
is the climate of Duluth, unquestfon-
2bly the most salubrlous and delight-
ful to be found anywhere on the Lord's
earth. (Deaths in Duluth in 1895, 58%
—9.06 per thousand per annum; hirths
1395 per annum.) Now. I have al-
ways been under the impression, as I
presume other gentlemen have, that in
the region around Lake Superior, it
was cold enough. for at least nine
months in the year, to freeze the
smoke-stack off a locomotive. (Great
laughter.) (Average winter tempera-
ture at Duluth for fourteen years, 17.9,
average summer temperaturs at Du-
luth for fourteen years, 633.) But I
see It represented oa this map thal
Duluth is situated just half way be:
tween the latitudes of Parls and Ven-
ice, so that gentlemen who have in-
haled the exhilerating airs of the one
or basked in the golden sunlight of the
other, must sce at a glance that Duluth
must be a place of untold delights,
Qaughter), "'a terrestrial  paradise
fanned by the balmy zephyrs of an
eternal spring, clothed with gorgeous
sheen of ever-blooming flowers, and
vocal with the silver melody of na-
ture’s choicest songsters. (Laughter.)
As to the commercial resources of
Duluth, sir, they are slmply illimita-
ble and inexhaustible, as is shown by
this map. I see It stated here that
there is a vast scape of territory, em-
bracing an area of 3,000.000
miles, rich In every element of mate:
2l wealth and commercial prosperity,
all tributary to Duluth. Look at it,
sir, (pointing to the map), here are in-
exhaustible mines of £0ld, (That’s no
Joke), Immeasurable veins of silver,
{Correct you are as usual), impenetra-
1

Lake Superior 1905, 3,60
wide extended plains of richest -
turage, all, all ‘embraced in this vast
territory, which must In the very na-
ture o: things, empty the untold treas-
ures of its commerce, (Iron ore shipped
from Duluth Dittricl.( 1805, 21.705595
tons) into the lap of Duluth. (Laugh-
ter) Look at it sir, (pointing to the
map) do you not see from these broad
brown lines drawn around this im-
mense territory, that the enterprising
inhabltants of Duluth intend,  some
day, to enclose it all in one vast caor-
ral. s0 that fits commerce will be
bound to go there whether it would
(Great laughter.)
(still pointing to the map). I find
within a convenient distance, the Ple-
&an Indlans; which, of all the many
accessories to the glory of Duluth, I
conslder, by far, the most estimable.
For, sir, T have been told that when
smallpox breaks out among the women
and children of that famous tribe, as
It sometimes does, they afford the ‘fin.
est subjects in the world for the stra-
teglcal experiments of any enterpris-
ing military hero who desires to Im-
prove himself in the noble art of war,
(laughter), espectally for any leutan.
ant general, whose

‘;:'rencham blade, Toledo trusty,

or want of fighting has

And eats Into Ttseit tor Jage " TS
©Of somebody to hew and hack”

(Here the hammer Tell)

(Many cries, “Go ont» “Go on!")

The Speaker—Is there any objection
to the gentleman from Kentucky con.
tinuing his remarks. The chalr hears
none. The gentleman will proceed.
0 was about remarking,
upon'these vast “wheat fields™ rep.
resented on this map (Duluth’s eleva-
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tor capacity, 29,950,500 bushels), Iy
the immediate neighborhood of thy
buffaloes and the Piegans and was

} about to say that the 1dea of there be-

ing these immense wheat fields In the
very heart of a wilderness hundreds
and hundreds of miles beyond the ute
most verge of civilization, may appear
10 some gentiemen rather incorgruoms
=-as rather too great a straln on the
“blankets” of veracity. But, to my
mind. there is no difficulty In the mat-
ter whatever. The phenomenon Is
very easlly accounted for. It Is evi-
dent, sir, that the Piegans sowed that
wheat tkere and plowed it with buf-
falo bulls, (Great laugnter) (la
the states west of and tributary to Du-
luth a half billion bushels of grainwas
raised this year.) Now. sir, thig for-
tunate combination of buffaloes ani
Plegans, considering their relative po-
sitions to each other and to Duluth,
as they are arranged on this map, sal-
isfies me that Duluth is destined to bs
the beef market of the world. Here,
you will observe. (pointing to the map)
are the buffaloes, directly between the
Plegans and Duluth, and here. right
on the read to Duluth, are the Creeks
Now, sir, when the buffaloes are suf-
ficfently fat from grazing on these im-
mense wheat fieids you see {t will be
the easiest thing in the world for the
Plegans to drive them on down, stay
all night with their friends, the Creeks
2nd go into Duluth in the morning. I
think T see them nor, sir, 8 vast herd
of buffaloes, with thelr heads doswm,
their eyes glaring, thelr nostrils dila-
ted, their tongues our and their talls
curled over iheir backs, tearing alosg
toward Duluth, with about a thousand
Plegans on thelr grass-bellled ponies,
yelling at their heels. (Great laugh-
ter.) On they come! And as they
sweep past the Creeks, they joln fn
the chase, and away they go, yellicg
bellowing, ripping along amid clouds
of dust, until the last bufalo is safely
penned in the stock-yards at Dulutk
(Shouts of laughter) Sir, I might
stand here for hours and hours. and
expatite upon the gorgeous prospects
of Duluth, as depicted on thls map
But human iife is too short and tde
time of this house far too valuable t0
allow me to linger Jonger upon ths
delightful theme. (Laughter.) I think
every gentleman on this floor i3 a3
well satisfled as I am that Duluth is
destined 10 become the commercial
metropolis of the universe, and that
this road should be bullt at once
(The population of Duluth is 64967
graded streets, 113 miles; paved strects
32 miles; sidewalks 200[ml|e;: schools
32, schogl property, value ;
teachers 300; pnupils 12,000 postoffics
receipts $207,539.) I am fully PE”“§
ded that no patriotic representative
the American people Who has 2 prope
appreciation of the associated gmﬂﬂ'
of Duluth and the St. Croix will hes*
tate a moment to say that every abie
bodled female in the land between B
ages of eighteen and forty-Ave who
in favor of women's rights, should
drafted and set to work on thls grest
work without delay. (Roars of 1au’
ter) Nevertheless, sir. it grieves =7
very soul to be compelled to say 338
I cannot vote for the grant of lasdt
provided for in this blll. A, sin 791
can have no conception of the P‘ae_
nancy of my anguish that Iam -
prived of the blessed privilege. (Lavsh”
ter.) There are two insuperable !:u
stacles in the way. In the frst plsct
my constituents, for whom 1 am a8
ing here, have no more interest 15
road than they have In the great ques-
tion of culinary taste, now perhaps 38+
itating the public mind of Domizf
as to whether the liiosirious comm
stoners who recently left the G
for that free and enlightened reDd o
would be better fricasseed, bolled 37
roasted; (Great laughter) and ﬂ; i
second place, these lands, which
asked to give away, alas, are 5ot &5
to bestow! 3y relation to them ]
stmply that of trustee to an EXFZ
trust. And shall  ever betray T
trust? Never, sir{ Rather perish
luth! (Shouts of laughter!) Periy
the paragon of citles! Ra.tberhe
freezing cyclones of the bleak N&
west bury It forever beneath the

Ing sands of the St

lavghter) .

Crotx. (GF0, -




